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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Arguments 



1. 



Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 8-22 have been considered but are moot in 



view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 8-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Young et al. 
(US Patent No. 5,532,754/ or "Young" hereinafter) in view of Emura (US Patent no. 6,344,878 
Bl). 

Regarding claims 1 and 4, Young discloses a data receiving apparatus (Figs. 22A, 22B & 
24 for a receiving apparatus) and its corresponding method for automatically scheduling the 
recording of broadcast programs without user intervention (col. 4/lines 20-47 & col. 7/line 64 to 
col. 8/line 8 for automatically scheduling the recording of broadcast programs during unattended 
recording sessions using unattended programming capability — without human intervention) 
comprising: 

"reservation accepting means for accepting reservation requests of one or more data 
broadcast programs that are sequentially transmitted in groups over ones of multiple channels 
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such that programs in different channels can overlap each other in time", i.e., reservation is 
established based on customer profiles with customer's customized programs and times for 
different programs in different channels can be broadcasted overlap in times (as illustrated in 
Figs. 1-5 for a program guide providing a grid with all different programs on different channels 
can be reserved for broadcasting to users based on their profiles, col. 6/lines 45-64 for program 
listings with overlap times, and col. 7/line 64 to col. 8/line 34 for repeat programs on different 
times as Lucy Shows with assigned identifier); 

"a reception and storing means for recording one data broadcast at a time" (Fig. 
22A/items 232 & 236 for these fimctions as Record Memo RAM 236 stores a requested or 
reserved list of recording programs of the user at the receiving device, and the schedule memory 
232 manages the scheduling fimction, see col. 1 7/line 7 to col. 1 8/line 57 for more details on the 
recording function); 

"grouping means for grouping the reserved data broadcast programs into one or more 
groups in which each group contains programs that interfere each other with respect to recording 
by the reception and recording means", i.e., channels can be grouped together based on their 
assigned priority and even to different programs on different channels or different programs on 
the same channel (col. 16/lines 39-58 & col. 26/lines 15-49 for favorite charmels can be also 
grouped); 

"priority assigning means for assigning a unique recording priority to each group and to 
each program within a group such that all of the reserved repeating programs can be recorded in 
sequence according to the assigned priorities", i.e., channels can be grouped together based on 
their assigned priority from the user and even to different programs on different channels or 
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different programs on the same channel (col. 8/lines 9-34 for repeat programs can be assigned 
unique identifiers for sequentially recording as desired, and col. 16/lines 39-58 for priority 
assignment addressed). 

The Applicant argues that Young does not provide the recording of overlapping programs 
with respect to time and the assigrunent as recording priority for the overlapping programs; 
however, Emura teaches an exact same technique and discloses that the recording priority for 
overlapping programs from different channels and/or sources are taught in earlier prior arts (see 
Fig. 4, col. 4/line 48 to col. 5/line 9) as well multiple overlapping programs can be recorded with 
reservation means using different recording medium but not to a same recording media (col. 
5/lines 55-64). Thus, Emra teaches a technique of handling overlapping programs to a same 
recording media using reservation means, scheduling and priority as noted earlier (see col. 6/line 
35 to col. 7/line 56). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Yoxmg's disclosed system with the recording priority 
assignment using reservation means as suggested by Emura in order to schedule the recording of 
multiple overlapping programs based on their priorities. 

As for claim 9, Young further discloses "comprising means responsive to a request to 
cancel a reserved program for re-prioritizing all remaining reservation requests" (Fig. 21 /item 
160 for a cancel/undo means if a request function is entered earlier, then, the canceling request 
causes re-prioritizing all (pending) reservation requests, col. 1 6/line 59-col. 1 7/line 7). 

As for claim 10, Young further discloses "means responsive to a request to add an 
additional program to the reserved programs for re-prioritizing all reservation requests", i.e., the 
user can add an additional program to the reserved (recording) programs if he wishes, then, the 
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adding request causes re-prioritizing all (pending) reservation requests (Fig. 12, and col. 10/lines 
38-45). 

As for claim 11, Young further discloses "means for identifying reserved programs that 
overlap directly w^ith each other or that indirectly overlap via another reserved program and 
means for placing all such directly and indirectly overlapping programs in the same group", i.e., 
channels can be grouped together based on their assigned priority from the user and even to 
different programs on different channels, with overlap times either directly or indirectly, and to 
different programs on the same channel (col. 8/lines 9-34 for repeat programs can be assigned 
unique identifiers for sequentially recording as desired, and col. 16/lines 39-58 for priority 
assignment addressed & col. 4/lines 1-47 for the objective of this system and method for 
recording of at least two programs provided sequentially at different times on different channels). 

As for claims 12-16 and 17-22, these claims for "an apparatus and a method together with 
a computer program product for automatically scheduling without user intervention the recording 
of broadcast data programs that are sequentially and repetitively transmitted in groups over one 
of multiple channels such that programs in different channels can overlap each other in time" 
with same limitations as earlier addressed are rejected for the reasons given in the scope of 
claims 8-11 as already discussed in details above. In addition to claims 12, 13, 17 and 21, the 
Applicant argues that Young does not provide the recording of overlapping programs with 
respect to time and the assignment as recording priority for the overlapping programs; however, 
Emura teaches an exact same technique and discloses that the recording priority for overlapping 
programs from different channels and/or sources are taught in earlier prior arts (see Fig. 4, col. 
4/line 48 to col. 5/line 9) as well multiple overlapping programs can be recorded with reservation 
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means using different recording medium but not to a same recording media (col. 5/lines 55-64). 
Thus, Emura teaches a technique of handling overlapping programs to a same recording media 
using reservation means, scheduling and priority as noted earlier (see col. 6/line 35 to col. 7/line 
56). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Young's disclosed system with the recording priority assignment 
using reservation means as suggested by Emura in order to schedule the recording of multiple 
overlapping programs based on their priorities. 



Conclusion 

4. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 

Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9306, (for Technology Center 2600 only) 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier cormnunications from the examiner 
should be directed to Krista Kieu-Oanh Bui whose telephone number is (703) 305-0095. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:00 AM to 6:30 PM, with alternate 
Fridays off 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Grant, can be reached on (703) 305-4755. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to Technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office whose telephone number 
is (703) 306-0377. 




Krista Bui 
Art Unit 2611 
August 16, 2004 
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